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HIS work is the first com-
prehensive presentation of
the subject since the pub-
lication of v. Noorden's mono-
graph on obesity, and the first
systematic attempt to describe
obesity and leanness as facets of a
single problem. In the interven-
ing years important develop-
ments have taken place in the
pathological and clinical aspects
Inner surface of the cranial vault in hyperostosis frontalis of these conditions. Obesity and
interna. (Rilter's observation.) leanness are now regarded as
something more than disturbances of caloric balance. Observations in the
fields of endocrinology, neurology, intermediary metabolism, cell physiology and
genetics have furnished extensive ramifications and implications. At the same
time difficulties have arisen in correlating these findings with each other and
appraising their significance in the interpretation of the clinical pictures.

In this work, the author describes in detail the contributions in each of these
fields, carefully sifting reliable data from suggestive evidences and mere specula-
tions. The fact that he has been for a number of years a clinician as well as an
active research worker qualifies him to carry out this critical analysis with
authority. The book clarifies the connections between the various aspects and
arrives at an ordered conception of the total pathological problem. This con-
ception with a new classification of the clinical material will prove instructive
for the student of the problem and useful for the medical practitioner. The
reader will find the principal subject clearly expressed and logically developed
with due attention to practical questions of diagnosis and therapy.
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